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To Louise

Life looked us in the face

When they said:  Louise has passed away’

I recall — I try hard to recall

['look around for who’s missing

Somehow her name is familiar

Ten weeks and I cannot put her face to a name?
Was it she who had traveled the same land
That inspired our vision of a possible future?

How come I did not speak then?
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I see her simplest gestures ,

I hear her voice,

She had a way of squinting her eyes
To focus her vision on the board

A way of sitting there every week,
That same spot

Now a void... an abstract reality
My mind recognizes the discomforts
Of the sudden change...

One week later life goes on

We have to keep moving

It took time to take in...

she is not here now...

the spot is still there

She is not there now...

I'look for her : who is Louise? who is Louise?
I recall her beautiful face -

she had blond hair

She had a nose pierce too —

I remember it but her face becomes distant...
Somehow, soon, maybe one day

I should get to know her

Life then looked me right in the face



That Monday morning, 12:30 pm

I envision her suffocation

I see life at risk placed on a thread

Anytime soon death could be seconds away

Where has your superego gone?

why has your arrogance suddenly shied away?

And the next car in one moment

if I had not gone then

Maybe.... I would not have been here now

Oh you! why did you not keep her from this destined death
The image only brings disastrous tension

That horrid vision of her last

The fumes around...

the consciousness then — had it expired?

Too much felt, the piercing pain

Now no more pain...all fades into white... then comes the light...
Did the light come!... did God speak then...!
God — again you have not moved... !

From Joanna Bidar, classmate and friend of Louise’s.
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